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Breadcrumbs are often treated as a UX feature — a small navigation aid that shows users where they are in your
site. But they carry real SEO weight too: they define your site's hierarchy for search engines, enable rich results
in SERPs, and create internal linking signals that reinforce your category structure. Magento 2's default
breadcrumb implementation has some well-known limitations that undermine these benefits. The Advanced
Breadcrumbs module addresses those limitations directly — this page explains what those problems are, why

they matter, and how server-side breadcrumbs fix them.

The Problem with Default Magento Breadcrumbs

Magento 2 renders breadcrumbs client-side via JavaScript. In Luma this is done through Knockout)S; other
frontend stacks use their own JS widgets. The breadcrumbs are not present in the initial HTML response —

they're injected after the browser (or crawler) executes the JavaScript.
What this means for Googlebot:
Googlebot can execute JavaScript, but it does so in a two-phase process:

1. Crawl phase — Googlebot fetches the raw HTML. At this point there are no breadcrumbs in the page source.

2. Render queue — Googlebot queues the page for JavaScript rendering. This happens separately, with lower

priority, and can be delayed by hours or days.

Google's own documentation is clear that important content should be present in the initial HTML to ensure
reliable indexing. When breadcrumbs are JS-rendered, there's no guarantee they'll be picked up at all — and

when they are, it happens with a lag.

Other search engines are even worse at this. Bing and Yandex have significantly less JavaScript rendering

capability than Google. For those crawlers, JS-rendered breadcrumbs are effectively invisible.

Why Server-Side Breadcrumbs Matter

When breadcrumbs are rendered server-side, they're part of the HTML that gets sent in the very first response.

e Every crawler sees them immediately — no JS execution required

¢ No dependency on Googlebot's render queue

¢ No layout shift when breadcrumbs "pop in" after JavaScript loads (better Core Web Vitals)
e Full Page Cache (FPC) friendly — the breadcrumbs are baked into the cached HTML block

e Works transparently with any CDN or caching layer

This is the foundational fix. Everything else this module does sits on top of it.
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Controlling Your Category Hierarchy

Default Magento has a problem with products that belong to multiple categories: it picks a category path in a
somewhat unpredictable way, based on sort order, URL rewrites, and sometimes even session state. Different

visitors can end up seeing different breadcrumbs for the exact same product URL.

For users this is confusing. For search engines it's worse — inconsistent breadcrumb paths send mixed signals

about where a product sits in your site hierarchy.
This module lets you explicitly control which category path appears in breadcrumbs:

Category weights — assign a numeric priority to each category. Higher weight means that category is
preferred when a product belongs to multiple categories. Negative weight excludes a category from ever

appearing in breadcrumbs.

Product override — hard-pin a specific category path to a specific product, regardless of weight rules or

category assignments.
Selection strategies — choose how the preferred path is selected when multiple categories have equal weight:

e Deepest path — prefers the most specific category (generally best for SEO, keeps users in the right

context)
e Shortest path — prefers the top-level category
e Highest weight — uses the numeric weight to decide

e First assigned — uses category assignment order

The result is that all visitors — and all crawlers — see the same breadcrumbs for a given product. Consistent

signals, consistent site structure.

JSON-LD Breadcrumblist

Structured data is how you explicitly communicate your site's hierarchy to search engines in a machine-readable

way. Google uses BreadcrumbList markup to display breadcrumb trails directly in search results as rich results.

This module generates JSON-LD structured data from the same data source it uses to render the visual
breadcrumbs. That matters: a common mistake is to have visual breadcrumbs and structured data generated

independently, which leads to mismatches that Google may flag or ignore.

Example output:

"@context": "https://schema.org",

"@type": "BreadcrumbList",
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"itemListElement": [
{"@type": "ListItem", "position": 1, "name": "Home", "item": "https://example.com/"},
{"@type": "ListItem", "position": 2, "name": "Clothing", "item": "https://example.com/clothing"},
{"@type": "ListItem", "position": 3, "name": "Jackets", "item": "https://example.com/clothing/jackets"

When Google picks this up, your search result listing can show the category path beneath the page title. That
gives users more context before they click, which tends to improve click-through rates — particularly for product

pages where category context helps users understand what they're looking at.

Breadcrumbs as Internal Linking Signals

Every breadcrumb item is a link. On a product page, you typically get links back to the category and the root
category (and sometimes further up the tree). These links serve a secondary purpose beyond navigation: they're

internal links that crawlers follow and attribute weight to.
Consistent breadcrumbs across all products in a category mean:

e Your category pages receive regular internal link equity from product pages
e Crawlers can reliably traverse your category hierarchy top-down and bottom-up

e Parent-child relationships between pages are reinforced through link patterns

The weight system has a side effect here: by steering all products in a subtree toward the same preferred
category path, you concentrate internal links on the category pages you actually want to rank, rather than

spreading them across alternative category paths that happen to exist in Magento's URL rewrite table.

Practical Impact

Breadcrumbs are one signal among many. Getting them right isn't going to dramatically change your rankings
overnight. But they're a foundational element that's easy to get wrong in Magento, and the default

implementation leaves several real problems on the table:

JS-rendered breadcrumbs risk not being indexed, or being indexed inconsistently
e Multiple-category products produce incoherent site structure signals
e Missing or mismatched structured data means no breadcrumb rich results

e Unpredictable breadcrumb paths across sessions erode whatever structure you've built

The wins from fixing this are: reliable indexing of your breadcrumb structure, eligibility for rich results in SERPs, a
cleaner and more consistent site hierarchy for crawlers, and breadcrumbs that actually improve navigation rather

than being a Ul afterthought.

Advanced Breadcrumbs - Breadcrumbs and SEO 4



Need More Help?

Documentation:

e All Help Articles - Complete documentation overview

Support:

e Contact Support - Get help from our team

For a complete overview of features and configuration options, see the Advanced Breadcrumbs extension on

magmodules.eu

Advanced Breadcrumbs - Breadcrumbs and SEO


https://www.magmodules.eu/help/magento2-advanced-breadcrumbs
https://www.magmodules.eu/support/

All articles for Advanced Breadcrumbs

Installation

1 Installation using Composer (recommended)

2 Installation using the Adobe Marketplace

3 Install through FTP and SSH
Configuration

1 Configuration Guide
Troubleshooting

1 Troubleshooting

Usage Guide

1 Quick Start Guide
Background

1 Best Practices

2 Breadcrumbs and SEO (current)
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